
APPENDIX D1 – SUPPORT LETTERS 

 MAYOR DANIEL J. BORGMEYER, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES 

 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JAMES M. WILD, EAST WEST GATEWAY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

 GOVERNOR MICHAEL L. PARSON, STATE OF MISSOURI 

 UNITED STATES SENATOR ROY BLUNT 

 UNITED STATES SENATOR JOSH HAWLEY 

 UNITED STATES CONGRESSMAN BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 

 UNITED STATES CONGRESSWOMAN ANN WAGNER 

 STEVE EHLMANN, ST. CHARLES COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

 VINCENT F. RATCHFORD, ST. CHARLES CITY COUNCIL WARD 3 

 RYAN S. CARLIE, THE OPUS DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

 TODD SCHNEIDER, SKYVIEW PARTNERS 

 MICHAEL DENCKHOFF, SAVOY PROPERTIES 

 CHRISTOPHER M. WEST, CULLINAN PROPERTIES 

 WARD SHAW, AMERISTAR CASINO RESORT SPA 

 CHUCK DRURY, DRURY HOTELS 

 MIKE KEHOE, LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

 ROBERT B. DIXON, MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 DANIEL P. MEHAN, MISSOURI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

 MISSOURI STATE SENATOR BILL EIGEL 

 MISSOURI STATE SENATOR BOB ONDER 

 MISSOURI STATE REPRESENTATIVE CHRISSY SOMMER 

 MISSOURI STATE REPRESENTATIVE TOM HANNEGAN 

 FORMER STATE SENATE PRO TEM TOM DEMPSEY 

 CELESTE RUETER, HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF ST. LOUIS & EASTERN MISSOURI 

 JERRY E. SCHEIDEGGER, CORPORATE GROUP, INC.  

 KEITH SCHNEIDER, CUSHMAN & WAKEFIELD 

 SCOTT J. DRACHNIK, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CENTER OF ST. CHARLES COUNTY 

 DR. JOHN R. PORTER, LINDENWOOD UNIVERSITY 

 BILL LUETKENHAUS, LUETKENHAUS PROPERTIES 

 T.R. HUGHES, T.R. HUGHES HOMES 

 ROBERT D. MILLSTONE, THE MILLSTONE COMPANY 

 RANDY SCHILLING, OPO STARTUPS 

 LISLE WESCOTT, SSM HEALTH 

 JASON SEFRIT, THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES R-VI SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 SCOTT TATE, GREATER ST. CHARLES COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

 CITY OF ST. CHARLES RESOLUTION R20-018 IN SUPPORT OF 2020 USDOT BUILD GRANT  

 SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 37 ENDORSING THE BANGERT ISLAND 

RIVERFRONT TRANSFORMATIONAL PROJECT 







Gateway Tower
One Memorial Drive, Suite 1600
St. Louis, MO  63102-2451

314-421-4220
618-274-2750
Fax 314-231-6120

webmaster@ewgateway.org
www.ewgateway.org

Chair
Steve Ehlmann

County Executive
St. Charles County 

Vice Chair
Kurt Prenzler

Chairman
Madison County Board

2nd Vice Chair

Lyda Krewson
Mayor, City of St. Louis

Executive Committee
Tim Brinker

Presiding Commissioner
Franklin County

Robert Elmore
Chairman, Board of Commissioners 

Monroe County
 

Dennis Gannon
County Executive, Jefferson County

Mark A. Kern
Chairman, St. Clair County Board

Dr. Sam Page
County Executive, St. Louis County

Members

Robert Eastern III
Mayor, City of East St. Louis

Reggie Jones
St. Louis County

Richard Kellett
St. Louis County

James Knowles III
Municipal League of Metro St. Louis 

Mark Kupsky
President, Southwestern Illinois 

Council of Mayors

Cheryl Maguire
Vice President, Southwestern Illinois 

Council of Mayors

Robert Marquart
Alderman, City of Union 

Franklin County

Roy Mosley
St. Clair County

Lewis Reed
President, Board of Aldermen

City of St. Louis

Herbert Simmons
President, Southwestern Illinois 

Metropolitan & Regional 
Planning Commission

Michael Walters
Madison County 

John White
St. Charles County

Regional Citizens
Barbara Geisman

C. William Grogan
John A. Laker
Ron Williams

Non-voting Members
Holly Bieneman

Illinois Department of Transportation

Vacant
Illinois Department of Commerce 

and Economic Opportunity

Patrick McKenna
Missouri Department of Transportation

Taulby Roach
Bi-State Development

Aaron Willard
Missouri Office of Administration 

Executive Director
James M. Wild

2/5/2020

April 29, 2020 
 
 
Ms. Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE:  Letter of support for the Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project,  
2020 BUILD Grant application  
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
I strongly support the City of St. Charles’s 2020 BUILD Grant application for the Bangert 
Island Riverfront Development Project (also known as Riverpointe). The project will create 
accessibility around the island by constructing approximately eight lane miles of new roads, 
new signals, new street lighting, bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, transit 
improvements, green infrastructure, reconstructing the existing inadequate roadway 
infrastructure located along Arena Parkway which runs the perimeter of the project, and 
create storm water control and protection from the Missouri River.  
 
Although this project is not identified in the region’s current Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP), the East-West Gateway Council of Governments, the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization for the St. Louis region, will amend the TIP if the application is selected to 
receive funding through the 2020 BUILD Grant program. 
 
The Council recognizes the importance of local priorities and the need to implement them.  
Given the present level of federal and state transportation funds available to the St. Louis 
region, it is unlikely that implementation of such an important project will proceed without 
an infusion of funds dedicated specifically to the project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
James M. Wild 
Executive Director 









 
 
 
 

July 31, 2019 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Chao:  
 
 I am writing in regard to the Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project 
BUILD grant application being submitted by the City of St. Charles.  
 

The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project will develop the 
infrastructure needed to invest in the St. Charles riverfront by creating multimodal 
transportation infrastructure, restoring aquatic habitat and establishing a water quality 
basin along the Missouri River. This infrastructure will allow new business and 
residential development along the river, bringing jobs and economic growth to the region.  
 

I respectfully request you give this grant proposal full and fair consideration. 
Additionally, I ask that you keep my office informed of the progress of the proposal and 
notify me when recipients are chosen. If you have any questions, please contact Samuel 
Saffa in my St. Louis district office at (314) 412-3734 or 
samuel_saffa@hawley.senate.gov. 
  
 

Sincerely,  

A 

Josh Hawley 
United States Senator  

 
 
 







 

 

May 2, 2020 

 

Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Washington DC 20590 
 

Dear Transportation Secretary Chao:  
 
On behalf of the City of Saint Charles, please accept this letter as a show of support for the Bangert Island 
Riverfront Development project and BUILD Funding. This development sits within Ward 3 of the City of Saint 
Charles, which I represent on City Council. I am positive that this will development will be of great benefit to my 
constituents and all residents of our city and region. The project known locally as the “Riverpointe” will revitalize 
previously developed areas that have remained blighted, underutilized, and prone to flooding, and help advance a 
long term vision for the revitalization of the City’s riverfront.  The City has already started construction and design 
of portions of the project.  With the award of the USDOT BUILD grant, the City is poised to complete a project 
that is expected to create up to 4,000 new jobs and have a $1.5 billion impact on the local economy.  This 
development will bring additional visitors and a high income workforce to contribute to the ongoing success of 
nearby Historic Main Street and Streets of St. Charles. The Bangert Island area is vitally important to the City's 
growth economically, ecologically, and recreationally.   
 
The transportation investment in this project will transform the riverfront of Saint Charles into a center for 
economic prosperity, create multimodal transportation infrastructure, restore aquatic habitat and establish a water 
quality basin along the Missouri River.  With the previous local investment into the project, the City is poised to 
transform 1.6 miles of blighted flood prone property into a sustainable mixed-use development. 
 
I fully support the City of Saint Charles in their efforts to complete this project. The Bangert Island Riverfront 
Transformation project will enhance the quality of life for residents and visitors by granting them a destination like 
no other in this region of the United States. 
 
The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation has the support of our entire St. Charles County legislative 
delegation, the Missouri House and Senate, the Governor, and our U.S. Senators and U.S. Congressman along with 
local business and community leaders.   
 
The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project extends beyond the boundaries of Saint Charles. The City 
has pushed forward for years, and is now poised to create thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in economic 
growth in a time when our country, region, and City need it most.  The project achieves these results while 
improving the environment by reducing pollutants entering the Missouri River and creating habitat for endangered 
species.  
 
I ask that you consider this project for BUILD funding. Federal funding and cooperation will bring this project to 
fruition in the near future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Vincent F. Ratchford 
City Council, Ward 3, City of St. Charles, Missouri 
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May 5, 2020 
 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Washington DC 20590 
 
Dear Transportation Secretary Chao:  
 
Please accept this letter as a sign of support of The Opus Group for the City’s application for the Riverpointe 
Project.  The vision for the Riverpointe Development near Bangert Island perfectly fits our business needs, and is 
an exemplary example of the smart growth ideals that we look for when selecting a site.  However, without 
investment in the roads and infrastructure, these jobs will not come to fruition.  In the simplest of terms, this 
investment by USDOT in the transportation infrastructure of the development will puts us in a position to offer 
market rents to potential office users that could create up to 2,100 jobs over 300,000 SF of high quality office space 
in the City of St. Charles at the Riverpointe Development.   
 
This type of development typifies the type of development that modern day office users require for their  employees 
to live, work, and play locally while limiting vehicles miles traveled, emissions, and other costly societal impacts.  
The development will transform the riverfront of Saint Charles into a center for economic prosperity, create 
multimodal transportation infrastructure, restore aquatic habitat and establish a water quality basin along the 
Missouri River.  With the previous local investment into the project, the City is poised to transform 1.6 miles of 
blighted flood prone property into a sustainable mixed-use development. 
 
The Opus Group fully supports the City of Saint Charles in their efforts to complete this project. The Bangert 
Island Riverfront Transformation project will enhance the quality of life for residents and visitors by granting them 
a destination like no other in this region of the United States. 
 
The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project extends beyond the boundaries of Saint Charles. The City 
has pushed forward for years, and is now poised to create thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in economic 
growth in a time when our country, region, and City need it most.  The project achieves these results while 
improving the environment by reducing pollutants entering the Missouri River and creating habitat for endangered 
species.  
 
I ask that you consider this project for BUILD funding. Federal funding and cooperation is required for us to 
continue to work towards bringing this project to fruition in the near future. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Opus Development Company, L.L.C. 

 
Director 

 
 





 

 

 

 

 

May 14, 2020 

Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Washington DC 20590 
 

Dear Transportation Secretary Chao:  
 
Please accept this letter as a sign of support of Railcar Loft Redevelopment for the City·s application 
for the Riverpointe Project.  The vision for the Riverpointe Development near Bangert Island 
perfectly fits our business needs and is an exemplary example of the smart growth ideals that we 
look for when selecting a site.  However, without investment in the roads and infrastructure, these 
jobs will not come to fruition.  In the simplest of terms, this investment by USDOT in the 
transportation infrastructure of the development will result in 525,000 SF of Office, Retail and 
Apartments/Condos and countless new jobs coming to the City of St. Charles and the Riverpointe 
Development.   
 
This type of development typifies the type of development that allows employees to live, work, and 
play locally while limiting vehicles miles traveled, emissions, and other costly societal impacts.  The 
development will transform the riverfront of Saint Charles into a center for economic prosperity, 
create multimodal transportation infrastructure, restore aquatic habitat, and establish a water quality 
basin along the Missouri River.  With the previous local investment into the project, the City is 
poised to transform 1.6 miles of blighted flood prone property into a sustainable mixed-use 
development. 
 
I fully support the City of Saint Charles in their efforts to complete this project. The Bangert Island 
Riverfront Transformation project will enhance the quality of life for residents and visitors by 
granting them a destination like no other in this region of the United States. 
 
The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project extends beyond the boundaries of Saint 
Charles. The City has pushed forward for years and is now poised to create thousands of jobs and 
billions of dollars in economic growth in a time when our country, region, and City need it most.  
The project achieves these results while improving the environment by reducing pollutants entering 
the Missouri River and creating habitat for endangered species.  
 
I ask that you consider this project for BUILD funding. Federal funding and cooperation will bring 
this project to fruition in the near future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michael Denckhoff, CEO Savoy Properties 
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April 23, 2020 

 

Secretary Elaine L. Chao 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Washington DC 20590 

 

Dear Transportation Secretary Chao:  

 

On behalf of the City of Saint Charles, please accept this letter as a show of support for the Bangert Island 

Riverfront Development project and BUILD Funding. The project known locally as the “Riverpointe” will revitalize 

previously developed areas that have remained blighted, underutilized, and prone to flooding, and help advance a 

long term vision for the revitalization of the City’s riverfront.  The City has already started construction and design 

of portions of the project.  With the award of the USDOT BUILD grant, the City is poised to complete a project that 

is expected to create up to 4,000 new jobs and have a $1.5 billion impact on the local economy.  This development 

will bring additional visitors and a high income workforce to contribute to the ongoing success of nearby Historic 

Main Street and Streets of St. Charles. The Bangert Island area is vitally important to the City's growth 

economically, ecologically, and recreationally.   

 

The transportation investment in this project will transform the riverfront of Saint Charles into a center for 

economic prosperity, create multimodal transportation infrastructure, restore aquatic habitat and establish a water 

quality basin along the Missouri River.  With the previous local investment into the project, the City is poised to 

transform 1.6 miles of blighted flood prone property into a sustainable mixed-use development. 

 

I fully support the City of Saint Charles in their efforts to complete this project. The Bangert Island Riverfront 

Transformation project will enhance the quality of life for residents and visitors by granting them a destination like 

no other in this region of the United States. 

 

The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation has the support of our entire St. Charles County legislative 

delegation, the Missouri House and Senate, the Governor, and our U.S. Senator and U.S. Congressman along with 

local business and community leaders.   

 

The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project extends beyond the boundaries of Saint Charles. The City has 

pushed forward for years, and is now poised to create thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in economic growth 

in a time when our country, region, and City need it most.  The project achieves these results while improving the 

environment by reducing pollutants entering the Missouri River and creating habitat for endangered species.  

 

I ask that you consider this project for BUILD funding. Federal funding and cooperation will bring this project to 

fruition in the near future. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Christopher M. West 

Partner | Chief Executive Officer 
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April 30, 2020 
 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Transportation Secretary Chao: 
 
On behalf of the City of St. Charles, please accept this letter as a show of support for the 
Bangert Island Riverfront Development project and BUILD funding. The transportation 
investment in this project, known locally as Riverpointe, will transform the riverfront of St. 
Charles into a center for economic prosperity, create multimodal transportation infrastructure, 
restore aquatic habitat, and establish a water quality basin along the Missouri River. With the 
previous local investment into the project, the city is poised to transform 1.6 miles of 
underutilized, blighted, flood-prone property into a sustainable mixed-use development. 
 
The Home Builders Association of St. Louis and Eastern Missouri (HBA), a local trade 
association representing 625 member companies in the St. Louis region that employ 
approximately 45,000 workers, supports the City of St. Charles in their efforts to complete this 
project. Riverpointe will enhance the quality of life for residents and visitors by granting them 
a destination like no other in this region of the United States. We believe this project will 
provide an opportunity to create a vibrant waterfront area which combines economic 
development with environmental restoration and protection.  
 
The city has already started construction and the design of portions of this project. With the 
award of a USDOT BUILD grant, the city is prepared to complete a project that is expected to 
create up to 4,000 new jobs and have a $1.5 billion impact on the local economy. This 
development will contribute to the ongoing success of nearby Historic Main Street and Streets 
of St. Charles. The Bangert Island area is vitally important to the city’s growth economically, 
ecologically, and recreationally.   
 
Transformation of the Bangert Island Riverfront has the support of the entire St. Charles 
County delegation in the Missouri House of Representatives and Senate, Missouri Governor 
Mike Parson, members of the Missouri Congressional delegation, and local business and 
community leaders.   
 
This project extends beyond the boundaries of St. Charles. This project has the potential to 
create thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in economic growth in a time when our 
country, region, and city need it most. The project achieves those results while improving the 
environment by reducing pollutants entering the Missouri River and creating a habitat for 
endangered species.  
 
The HBA asks that you consider this project for BUILD funding as federal funding and 
cooperation will help bring this project to fruition soon. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Celeste Rueter, Executive Vice President 
 
cc: Mayor Dan Borgmeyer, City of St. Charles 
 Members of HBA Western Division Board of Trustees 
 

http://www.stlhba.com/
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April 24, 2020 

 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Washington DC 20590 
 

Dear Transportation Secretary Chao:  
 
On behalf of the City of Saint Charles, please accept this letter as a show of support for the Bangert Island 
Riverfront Development project and BUILD Funding. The project known locally as the “Riverpointe” will 
revitalize previously developed areas that have remained blighted, underutilized, and prone to flooding, and 
help advance a long term vision for the revitalization of the City’s riverfront.  The City has already started 
construction and design of portions of the project.  With the award of the USDOT BUILD grant, the City is 
poised to complete a project that is expected to create up to 4,000 new jobs and have a $1.5 billion impact on 
the local economy.  This development will bring additional visitors and a high income workforce to contribute to 
the ongoing success of nearby Historic Main Street and Streets of St. Charles. The Bangert Island area is 
vitally important to the City's growth economically, ecologically, and recreationally.   
 
The transportation investment in this project will transform the riverfront of Saint Charles into a center for 
economic prosperity, create multimodal transportation infrastructure, restore aquatic habitat and establish a 
water quality basin along the Missouri River.  With the previous local investment into the project, the City is 
poised to transform 1.6 miles of blighted flood prone property into a sustainable mixed-use development. 
 
I fully support the City of Saint Charles in their efforts to complete this project. The Bangert Island Riverfront 
Transformation project will enhance the quality of life for residents and visitors by granting them a destination 
like no other in this region of the United States. 
 
The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation has the support of our entire St. Charles County legislative 
delegation, the Missouri House and Senate, the Governor, and our U.S. Senator and U.S. Congressman along 
with local business and community leaders.   
 
The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project extends beyond the boundaries of Saint Charles. The 
City has pushed forward for years, and is now poised to create thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in 
economic growth in a time when our country, region, and City need it most.  The project achieves these results 
while improving the environment by reducing pollutants entering the Missouri River and creating habitat for 
endangered species.  
 
I ask that you consider this project for BUILD funding. Federal funding and cooperation will bring this project to 
fruition in the near future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Keith Schneider, CCIM, SIOR 
Managing Director 
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May 5, 2020 

Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Washington DC 20590 
Dear Transportation Secretary Chao:  
 
On behalf of the Economic Development Center (EDC) of St. Charles County, please accept this letter as a show 
of support for the Bangert Island Riverfront Development project and BUILD Funding in the City of Saint 
Charles, Missouri. The project known locally as the “Riverpointe” will revitalize previously developed areas that 
have remained blighted, underutilized, and prone to flooding, and help advance a long-term vision for the 
revitalization of the City’s riverfront.  The City has already started construction and design of portions of the 
project.  With the award of the USDOT BUILD grant, the City is poised to complete a project that is expected to 
create up to 4,000 new jobs and have a $1.5 billion impact on the local economy.  This development will bring 
additional visitors and a high-income workforce to contribute to the ongoing success of nearby Historic Main 
Street and Streets of St. Charles. The Bangert Island area is vitally important to the City's growth economically, 
ecologically, and recreationally.   
 
The transportation investment in this project will transform the riverfront of Saint Charles into a center for 
economic prosperity, create multimodal transportation infrastructure, restore aquatic habitat and establish a 
water quality basin along the Missouri River.  With the previous local investment into the project, the City is 
poised to transform 1.6 miles of blighted flood prone property into a sustainable mixed-use development. 
 
I support the City of Saint Charles in their efforts to complete this project. The Bangert Island Riverfront 
Transformation project will enhance the quality of life for residents and visitors by granting them a destination 
like no other in this region of the United States. 
 
The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation has the support of our entire St. Charles County legislative 
delegation, the Missouri House and Senate, the Governor, and our U.S. Senator and U.S. Congressman along 
with local business and community leaders.   
 
The Bangert Island Riverfront Project extends beyond the boundaries of Saint Charles. The City has pushed 
forward for years and is now poised to create thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in economic growth in a 
time when our country, region and local community need it most.  The project achieves these results while 
improving the environment by reducing pollutants entering the Missouri River and creating habitat for 
endangered species.  
 
I ask you to please consider the Bangert Island Riverfront Project for BUILD funding. Federal funding and 
cooperation will bring this transformative project to fruition in the near future. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Scott J. Drachnik, President & CEO 

Economic Development Center (EDC) of St. Charles County 













June 29, 2018

Secretary Elaine L. Chao
U.S. Department of Transportation
Washington DC 20590

Dear Transportation Secretary Chao: 

On behalf of the City of Saint Charles, please accept this letter as a show of support for the Bangert 
Island Riverfront Development project and BUILD Funding. The transportation investment in this 
project will transform the riverfront of Saint Charles into a center for economic prosperity, create 
multimodal transportation infrastructure, restore aquatic habitat and establish a water quality basin 
along the Missouri River.  

I fully support the City of Saint Charles in their efforts to complete this project. The Bangert Island 
Riverfront Transformation Project will enhance the quality of life for residents and visitors by granting 
them a destination like no other in this region of the United States.

The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation has the support of our entire legislative delegation. The 
Missouri House and Senate, the Governor, U.S. Senators and U.S. Congressman support this effort. 
The project is also supported by local businesses and community leaders.  

The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project extends beyond the boundaries of Saint 
Charles. This project will provide our region with $1.5 billion in new economic activity while attracting 
4,000 new jobs. The project achieves these results while improving the environment by reducing the 
pollutant load entering the Missouri River. The project will also create habitat for endangered species. 

I ask that you consider this project for BUILD funding. Federal funding and cooperation will bring this 
project to fruition in the near future.

Sincerely,

Randy

Randy Schilling
Founder & CEO
BoardPaq/OPO Startups
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April 21, 2020  
 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Washington DC 20590 
 
Dear Transportation Secretary Chao:  
 
On behalf of the City of Saint Charles, please accept this letter as a show of support 
for the Bangert Island Riverfront Development project and BUILD Funding. The 
transportation investment in this project will transform the riverfront of Saint 
Charles into a center for economic prosperity, create multimodal transportation 
infrastructure, restore aquatic habitat and establish a water quality basin along the 
Missouri River.   
 
I fully support the City of Saint Charles in their efforts to complete this project. The 
Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project will enhance the quality of life for 
residents and visitors by granting them a destination like no other in this region of 
the United States. 
 
The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation has the support of our entire 
legislative delegation, the Missouri House and Senate, the Governor, and our U.S. 
Senator and U.S. Congressman along with local business and community leaders.    
 
The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project extends beyond the 
boundaries of Saint Charles. This project will provide our region with $1.5 billion in 
new economic activity while attracting 4,000 new jobs. The project achieves these 
results while improving the environment by reducing pollutant loading entering the 
Missouri River and creating habitat for endangered species.  
 
I ask that you consider this project for BUILD funding. Federal funding and 
cooperation will bring this project to fruition in the near future. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jason T. Sefrit, Ed. D. 
Superintendent 
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April 29, 2020 

 

Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Washington DC 20590 
 

Dear Transportation Secretary Chao:  
 
On behalf of the Greater St. Charles County Chamber of Commerce, please accept this 
letter as a show of the Chamber’s support for the Bangert Island Riverfront 
Development project and BUILD Funding. The project known locally as the 
“Riverpointe” will revitalize previously developed areas that have remained blighted, 
underutilized, and prone to flooding, and help advance a long-term vision for the 
revitalization of the City’s riverfront.  
 
Many communities showcase their rivers with developments that attract residents & 
visitors. Outside of the St. Louis Arch, this is something we have not done in the St. 
Louis / St. Charles region. Much of the development along riverfronts in our region are 
old, industrial, and ugly. We are located at the confluence of two of the world’s most 
important natural resources - the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers – let’s allow residents 
and visitors to enjoy what we have.  
 
The City has already started construction and design of portions of the project.  With the 
award of the USDOT BUILD grant, the City is poised to complete a project that is 
expected to create up to 4,000 new jobs and have a $1.5 billion impact on the local 
economy.  This development will bring additional visitors and a high-income workforce 
to contribute to the ongoing success of nearby Historic Main Street and Streets of St. 
Charles. The Bangert Island area is vitally important to the City's growth economically, 
ecologically, and recreationally.   
 
The transportation investment in this project will transform the riverfront of Saint Charles 
into a center for economic prosperity, create multimodal transportation infrastructure, 
restore aquatic habitat and establish a water quality basin along the Missouri 
River.  With the previous local investment into the project, the City is poised to transform 
1.6 miles of blighted flood prone property into a sustainable mixed-use development. 
 
For many years, the Chamber has supported the idea of developing the St. Charles 
Riverfront. The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project will enhance the quality 



of life for residents and visitors by granting them a destination like no other in this region 
of the United States.  
 
The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation has the support of our entire St. Charles 
County legislative delegation, the Missouri House and Senate, the Governor, and our 
U.S. Senator and U.S. Congressman along with local business and community leaders.   
 
The Bangert Island Riverfront Transformation Project extends beyond the boundaries of 
Saint Charles. The City has pushed forward for years and is now poised to create 
thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in economic growth in a time when our country, 
region, and City need it most.  The project achieves these results while improving the 
environment by reducing pollutants entering the Missouri River and creating habitat for 
endangered species.  
 
I ask that you consider this project for BUILD funding. Federal funding and cooperation 
will bring this project to fruition in the near future. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Scott Tate 
President & CEO 
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